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FEATURE

F1
There is a pedestrian iron gate with stone 
piers on the western boundary wall of the 
older section of the burial ground. This is 
probably the old entrance. There is no cor-
responding pathway marked on the older 
maps.
Reference: GA-CABR
GPS: 53° 19’ 04.9” N, 9° 01’ 02.8” W

Entrance Gate

FEATURE

F2
There is a statue of the Sacred Heart 
against the eastern boundary wall of the 
burial ground. It is set high on a limestone 
plinth which carved with a Latin inscription 
Cor Jesu Sacratissimum Miserere Nobis/
Sacred Heart of Jesus Have Mercy on us.
Reference GA-CABR
GPS: 53° 19’ 03.2” N, 9° 01’ 01.5” W

Statue

Carrowbrowne burial ground (GA082-019) is located in the townland of Car-
rowbrowne/Ceathrú Bhrún, in the parish of Castlegar and barony of Galway. It 
is one of only two archaeological sites in the townland the other being the site 
of Carrowbrowne castle. The townland is located on the southern edge of an 
extensive tract of bogland known as the Curragh. The burial ground is illus-
trated as Grave Yard on the 1st ed. 1839 Ordnance Survey map. It measured 
approximately 20 m by 22 m. It was extended by two thirds to the north.  
There is a pedestrian gate in the western boundary wall of the old section of 
the burial ground. The modern vehicular access is from the north. The entire 
area of the burial ground is surrounded by a rubble stone wall.

Five of the memorials date from the later part of the 19th century (1853, 
1878, 1886, 1893 & 1897). Though it is likely that there are more earlier burials 
within the graveyard as it is a clearly defined area marked on the 1st edition 
(1839) of the O.S. map. A total of 29 memorials date to the first half of the 
20th century and 22 date to second half of the 20th century. The remain-
ing memorials date to this century. The most frequently recorded surnames 
on the memorial stones are Casserly and Small (8 of each), Bermingham (5) 
followed by Corcoran, Glynn and O’Brien (4 of each). These surnames are all 
listed in the 1901 census return for Carrowbrowne townland, Co Galway. 

Dr. Jim Higgins, Heritage Officer, Galway City Council.

This project was funded by the Heritage Coun-
cil and Galway City Council as an action of the 
Galway City Heritage Plan. The full results of 
the survey are available on www.historicgraves.
com/graveyard/carrowbrowne/ga-cabr
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This headstone commemorates six mem-
bers of the Casserly family. The principle 
name is Brigid Casserly who died in 1914 at 
the age of 84 years. There are seven other 
Casserly memorials in Carrowbrowne dat-
ing from between 1919 and 2012.
Reference: GA-CABR-0004
GPS: 53° 19’ 02.2” N, 9° 01’ 02.3” W

Brigid Casserly  - 1914
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This celtic cross commemorates five mem-
bers of the Small family. The principle name 
on the cross is Thomas Small who died in 
1915 at the age of 63 years. His wife Cath-
erine died in 1936. There are seven other 
Small memorials in Carrowbrowne.
Reference: GA-CABR-0026
GPS: 53° 19’ 02.5” N,  9° 01’ 02.0” W,

Thomas Small - 191526

LED
GER

The oldest memorial in Carrowbrowne is 
also the only recumbent ledger stone. It 
commemorates one person, a member of the 
Walsh family who died at 77 years of age in 
1853. The first name is illegible. 

Reference: GA-CABR-0043
GPS: 53° 19’ 02.8” N,  9° 01’ 01.8” W

Walsh - 185343



16
17 18 19 20

41

50

65

77

89

42

51

66

78

90

21 22

37
38

39 40

46 47
48

49

61
62

63
64

73
74

75 76

85

60

59

847270 7169

5554

30

44

31

29
2827

67

79
81 82 83

68

34

53

32

24

12

07 08 09
0605

04
03

02

11

23

52

33

13 14
15

10

45

36

585756

86
87 88

01

35

25 26

80

43

26

04

43

F2

F1

34

Kerbed
GraveHeadstone

29

Cross or
Pedestal

08

Ledger or 
Chest tomb

56

Vault or
Mausoleum

50

Carrowbrowne

Cheathrú an Bhrúnaigh

Eolas | Information

Key

As part of Galway City Council’s policy of making information on heritage 
freely available, a summary brochure like this one is being prepared for each of 
Galway City’s 28 areas. These are being printed along with a map as a guide for 
those who visit our graveyards. The monuments on the maps are numbered 
and are linked to the historicgraves.com and galwaycity.ie websites. This allows 
anyone anywhere to research their ancestry and kinship in the Galway area 
without charge. Copies of this leaflet and Ballybrit, Bohermore, Bushypark, 
Castlegar, Forthill, Franciscan Friary, Magdalen Laundry Forster St, Menlo, Old 
Rahoon, Poor Clare’s Monastery, Presentation Convent, Rahoon, Roscam, 
Salthill Upper, Sisters of Mercy Convent Forster St, Sisters of Mercy Convent 
Francis St, St Columba’s, St Mary’s Dominican, St Patrick’s and United Methodist 
are available from the Heritage Office, Galway City Council, City Hall, College 
Road, Galway (Tel: 091 536547/536516) and from city library branches free of 
charge.


